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Take Time to be Thankful & Have a Happy Thanksgiving 

 Let’s each of us take a little time out of 
our lives an d reflect.  Reflect upon the 
past, give thanks for what we have today, 
much of which no other country in the 
world can enjoy, and at the same time take 

time to reflect upon the future.   
November is an excellent month for us to 

reflect upon all of these things. 
Tuesday, November 4th is Election Day.  

Make that a time for reflection, before and 
while you are in the voting booth.  Enjoy 
and use that liberty which many have given 
their all, for you enjoy and exercise.  Do 
not waste your vote, by not voting.  
Remember, the only people who can 
complain about how our leaders are doing, 
are those who either voted for or against 
them being elected into power, to set our 
laws and monitor our system.  If you do not 
vote then you have no right to speak 
against what is happening! 

Tuesday, November 11th is Veterans 

Day.  The day set aside for us to 
commemorate and honor all those who 
have served or are currently serving, us and 
our country.  Fly your flag.  Wear a sign, 
even if it is handmade, that says:  
“Veterans – I thank you.”  Let’s not forget 
them throughout the year, but let us make it 
a special day to remember and to give them 
our special thanks. 

Thursday, November 27th is 
Thanksgiving Day.   Most of us just take 
that day for granted with a day of family 
and friends getting together to enjoy some 
Turkey and Pumpkin Pie.  Let us reflect, 
however, on what this day really is.  All 
Americans working together to make this 
country into what it has grown into.  The 

American Indian who preserved this land 
and assisted the earliest settlers in their 
survival.  Those settlers who struggled to 
survive in this new, wild and strange land.  
Those immigrants who worked so 
diligently to explore those wilds, cleared 
…… 

forests, worked in the fields, the mines 
and on the railroads.  Fear and danger  
was with them continuously, but so was 
the hope for a better future for themselves 
and their families.  We should not forget 

to give them thanks for that better future 
which they have given to each of us and 
our families.  Their work and lives were 
hard and dangerous so that our lives 
could be more free of that danger and 
worry. 

Every day is a new day in our lives.  
A day of expectation and a day for 
reflection for our country, our work,  our 
friends, family and for ourselves.  Reflect 
on what you have done to make this 
country, state, neighborhood, family 
better, you work more enjoyable and 
rewarding, your family more happy and 
contented and yourself on what you have 
and can do to make yourself into a better 
person, a living cornerstone, for the 

benefit of all. 
Let’s give thanks, for whom we are, 

for what we have done, for what others 
have done for us and what we are going 

to do in the future. 

 
Many years ago our forefathers 

jointed together with their neighbors, the 
Native American, to celebrate their 
survival, that harvest, the friendships that 
they had kindled and the stores that were 
set aside so that they could all survive the 
upcoming winter. 

It was a festival of wealth, survival 
and mutual protection.  That should all be 
remembered at this time of the year that 
we need to celebrate our wealth, survival 

and protection.  It is the time of the year 
that we need to remember all who have 
given so much, and are giving so much at 
this time, that we can all joint together 
with family and fiends to continue this 
feast of Thanksgiving.  

 

Masons have always emulated the 
example of the Native American and  been 
the first to step forward to assist the less 
fortunate.  Masons have always had the 
spirit of Thanksgiving in their hearts and 

actions.  They have always been ready to 
step forward, as did the Native Americans, 
to assist the less fortunate and those in need 
in their time of suffering.  The show them 
the way, if they were willing to accept the 
charity and the lessons presented. 

At this time of Thanksgiving besides 
giving thanks for what we have, how about 
stepping out and assisting those less 
fortunate.  Serve dinner at the local shelter, 
church or community center.  Let them 
know that it is the Masons that are there to 
help them.  Wear you Masonic Shirt, Hat, 
Apron, etc. 

Let us be like those Native Americans 
who assisted our forefather b y displaying 
acts of kindness and understanding to those 

less fortunate and unable to do for 
themselves, without fee or the reward of 
service. 

Happy Thanksgiving.  Once you begin 
to give of yourself at this time of the year , 
you will begin to feel so good about 
yourself that you will continue to give and 
display your Thanksgiving Spirit 
throughout the coming years, by your 
words deeds and actions. 

 

A SpecialA SpecialA SpecialA Special    
Thanksgiving WishThanksgiving WishThanksgiving WishThanksgiving Wish    

MMMMay all of the blessings 

 of this special season 

 be yours  

while Thanksgiving  

is here… 

AAAAnd may all of the joys 

 of this beautiful land  

be your in abundance 

 all year. 

Happy ThanksgivingHappy ThanksgivingHappy ThanksgivingHappy Thanksgiving    
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 “GREETINGSGREETINGSGREETINGSGREETINGS    FROMFROMFROMFROM    THETHETHETHE    GRANDGRANDGRANDGRAND    EASTEASTEASTEAST”    

    

 

Greetings Companions,  
   It’s been a very busy month since our last issue. The last 9 days of September, there was something happening almost every day; my 
own chapter’s Stated Convocation on the 22rd, my birthday on the 24th, (not a masonic event but still of some importance to me), a trip to 
Buffalo, NY for the Joint General Grand Chapter & General Grand Council Triennial from the 25th to the 30th.  Starting in October, there 
was the reception for the DeMolay State Master Councilor, Josh Lampar on the 4th, then on the 5th I attended a Long Range Planning 
Committee meeting, next from October 7-9 was a visit to Independence OH to attend the Ohio Grand Chapter Session. With Lady Kristi 
and me in Ohio were the Grand King, REC Donald Galway & Lady Sherry, the Grand Captain of the Host, REC Rich Hitch, and Past 
Grand High Priest, MEC Jerry Vann. On the way home from Ohio I paid a call on Lansing Commandery #23 to let the members know 
that Capitol Chapter #9 is in a very precarious position and to see if the Sir Knights who are also members of the chapter might have 
some suggestions to try to save the chapter from extinction or consolidation (they didn’t). This was followed up by the HRAKTP and 
KYCH on Saturday, Oct. 11. Then there was the reception honoring the presiding officers of the Grand Chapter, Grand Council, and 
Grand Commandery on the 12th. On the 13th Lady Kristi and I met Ann Fairchild in St. Ignace and Ann & Kristi left to take Ann to her 
winter home in Florida while I continued to Marquette to visit Marquette Chapter #43 that evening. I stayed in the area overnight and 
visited Negaunee Chapter #108 on the 14th. Then it was home for a couple of days and a return to Marquette to attend the Valley of 
Marquette Scottish Rite Reunion on the 18th.  Coming up for the week of the 20th, there is Sunrise Chapter #74 in Alpena on Monday, a 
return to Lansing and Capitol Chapter #9 on Tuesday, Dennis Brawn York Rite College #65 in Grayling on Wednesday, on Thursday, 
Sunrise Council #418 AMD in West Branch, then on Friday and Saturday, the Valley of Bay City Scottish Rite Reunion. 
   The General Grand Chapter and General Grand Council Triennial was a memorable experience, not just for the sessions but for the 
special events as well. On Friday there was a tour to the American side of Niagara Falls and Saturday a tour was offered of historical 
sites around Buffalo. On Friday evening Columbian Council #1, the Mother Council of Cryptic Masonry, conferred the Super Excellent 
Master Degree following a buffet dinner. On Saturday evening Most Excellent Edmund D. Harrison, General Grand High Priest, sat in 
the East for the conferral of the Royal Arch Degree in Ancient Form with a table lodge between sections of the degree. On Sunday 
morning, many of us walked about a quarter of mile from the host hotel to the Erie Canal where MEC Harrison and other dignitaries re-
enacted a scene from the dedication of the opening of the canal. At the original dedication in 1825, the then General Grand High Priest as 
well as New York state governor, Most Excellent Dewitt Clinton, poured a keg of water from Lake Erie into New York Harbor, 
symbolizing “The Wedding of the Waters” joining the Atlantic Ocean with the Great Lakes. For the re-enactment, water from New York 

Harbor was poured into the Erie Canal near the spot where the canal ends at Lake Erie, and I believe they used the original keg.  
   The Erie Canal was of great importance to the Upper Great Lakes and mid-west because it provided an easier path than overland for 
settlers to travel west and for crops, lumber, and other goods to travel to the East Coast and overseas. Cities like Chicago, Detroit, and 
Buffalo became hubs for commerce. The Erie Canal played as big a role in the development of the Upper Great Lakes during the first 
half of the 19th century as the transcontinental railroad did in the west during the second half. 
    The General Grand Chapter was opened on Sunday afternoon with legislation and the election of officers being put off until Monday. 
On Monday a proposal was approved to increase General Grand Chapter per-capita from $1.00/member in North America to 
$2.00/member beginning in 2016 and another increase to $3.00/member in 2018, with other jurisdictions outside North America being 
more, much more. Another proposal to end the pre-paid life member program was postponed until the next Triennial Session. The 
measure was not proposed in due time and would have required a unanimous vote to pass, which it not have.  
   The election of officers followed the conclusion of other business. Most Excellent Louis E. Bartrand of Oak Harbor, WA was elected 
to the office of General Grand High Priest, MEC James H. Hodge of Richmond, IN (and a plural member of North Branch Chapter #138) 
was elected to the office of General Grand King, and MEC Steven G. Tiner of North Little Rock AR was elected to the office of General 
Grand Scribe. Our own MEC Larry Inscho PGHP was as appointed as Deputy for the East Central Region and also was installed as 
General Grand Royal Arch Captain. MEC David Dossette PGHP was appointed as General Grand Chapter Ambassador to Michigan. A 
complete list of all General Grand Chapter officers is available at the General Grand Chapter website at www.ramint.org.  

    The Grand Council of Royal & Select Masons of Michigan opened for the General Grand Council Assembly on Tuesday. They were a 
little shorthanded so a few of us from the Grand Chapter were pressed into service. The Grand Council companions did a fine job with 
the opening, especially David Boring, the Most Illustrious Grand Master, and they were very forgiving of any errors we Grand Chapter 
guys may have made. I will leave further discussion of the General Grand Council to MIC Boring with the exception of mentioning the 
wonderful memorial service they did for George Sellars with a special acknowledgement noting the passing of Ken Chandler. It was 
absolutely beautiful. 
   In conclusion, I would like to thank everyone who attended our Joint York Rite Presiding Officers’ Reception in Bay City. Kristi and I 
are grateful for the opportunity to get together with some of the friends we have made over the past several years, have a good time with 
a nice dinner, have a few stories told about us, true or not, and good company. I realize we may have made a few breaches of protocol 
and not introduced a few people who should have been introduced, and did not get the chance to personally greet everyone, but please 
forgive us. We only get to do this once, so we don’t get a lot of practice.  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Companions, 

Jim Kiefer, Grand Scribe 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
fast approaching for submitting candidates for the 
Meritorious Service Award and General Grand Bronze 
Award. Every chapter in the state has members that are 
deserving of these awards; all it takes is a little work on the 
committee’s part to submit the paper work. 

 Coming events, the Education Seminar will be in 
January the date will be announced next month. The Caro 
George Washington Celebration will be February 14, 2015. 
This has been a continuous event for over 100 years and 
tickets go fast. There will be an announcement in the Triple 
Tau with contact information next month also. 

In Service to the Craft 
Don 

LET US BE THANKFUL! 
THANKFULNESS is one of our greatest human prerogatives.  It is 

the great rounder and deepener of our lives… 
TO LIVE with gratitude for life and consciousness and the 

opportunity both offer us to judge the past, realize the present and 
estimate the future, is to make us significant to ourselves and others. 

TO WORK with gratitude for our employment, the sustenance it 
affords us and our loved ones, and the gateway it opens to further 
experience and advancement, is to free ourselves from the slavery that 
labor might otherwise impose on us. 

TO EMPLOY the services of others, with gratitude for their 
partnership in our endeavor and the guarantee of mutual reward their 
cooperation establishes, is to augment the authority of our leadership and 
deepen the significance of our own employment. 

TO KNOW the gratitude is, in itself, a designer of new and brighter 
goals and an energizer of effort in pursuing them, is to find the 
Philosopher’s Stone within our own hearts. 

TO HAVE GOD as the ultimate and most intimate recipient of our 
thanksgiving tis to justify His faith in us as His earthly image. 

 

WWiilllliiaamm  AA..  SSiieebbeerrtt  

SSccrriibbeess  SSccrriibbbblliinnggss  
P. O. Box 116         Gladwin  48624 
989 426.3559     Cell: 989 802.4150 

William_siebert@yahoo.com  
Greetings Companions,  

  The end of October of 2014 and I am sitting, writing 
this article wondering where this year has gone. 

Reflecting back it seems like; just yesterday I was 
standing being installed as the Grand King. I woke up this 
morning thinking Halloween is a week away and 
Thanksgiving is a month away. For the ladies that may read 
this article as of this writing there are 66 days 15 hours and 
21 minutes till Christmas. I should have known there is an 
App for that. 

  The last seven weeks have been somewhat hectic for 
Lady Sherry and myself. We managed to squeeze in the 
Kentucky Session, the Grand Marshalls reception, Triennial 
in Buffalo, NY, The DeMolay SMC’s reception, the Ohio 
Grand Session and the York Rite Reception Dinner, and 
before the month is over I will have visited Delta Chapter in 
Kingsford, MI. 

  The Tri- Annual of General Grand Chapter and General 
Grand Council was an activity filled week for the attendee’s. 
The session committee had a well planned list of activities to 
suit any taste. My personnel favorites were the conferral of 
the Super Excellent Master Degree by Columbian Council 
No.1 The Mother Council of Cryptic Masonry. The next 
night the General Grand High Priest conferred the Holy 
Royal Arch Degree and Table Chapter.  This was great fun 
and the degree was superb. The next morning we paraded 
about four blocks to Lake Erie for the wedding of the waters, 
Where Most Excellent DeWitt Clinton General Grand High 
Priest and New York’s Governor of 1825 poured a barrel of 
water from Lake Erie into the Atlantic Ocean opening the 
Erie Canal. One of the nicest things that I have seen in many 
of years was the tribute and memorial to George C. Sellars. 
The General Grand Council Chaplin created this memorial 
service and I must say I will not forget it.  

  Somehow between General Grand and the Ohio Grand 
Session, we managed to squeeze in a Forward Planning 
Meeting for Michigan’s Grand Chapter, which is to discuss 
the direction OUR Grand Chapter would like to go and what 
programs need to be implemented to get us there. The Grand 
officers meet every six to eight weeks to discuss what is 
working what needs to be changed, or what just doesn’t seem 
to be working at all. Let me, at this time, say that if any of the 
membership has an idea that they may think will help Grand 
Chapter or the membership in general feel free to drop me a 
note, e-mail, or a phone call and I will pass it along as an 
agenda item for our meeting and discuss it. I will also make 
sure that you receive feedback. One of the things I wish to 
emphasize is that this Grand Chapter belongs to the 
membership, if there is anything that needs to be looked at, or 
changed feel free to contact any of the Grand Officers or Past 
Grand Officers and we will investigate the possibility of 
changing, improving. 

 I would be remiss if I did not mention that the time is 
fast  Meritorious 

DDoonnaalldd  LL..  GGaallwwaayy  

KKiinnggss  KKoorrnneerr  
22365 N. Latson           Howell 48845 

517.618.7390        dgalway12000@yahoo.com 
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Secretaries and Companions, 
Monthly Activity Reports 

I have made a revision to the Monthly Activity report, and 
have e-mailed the new form to the Chapter secretaries.  If 
you are a Chapter secretary and have not received it, please 
contact me for a copy. 

General Grand Chapter – Per Capita 

The Per-Capita to General Grand Chapter is now due, but I 
have 5 Chapters that are still un-reported. If your chapter is 
one of them, please file your 2014 Annual Return as soon as 
possible. Also, please be advised that the General Grand 
Chapter per capita of $1 per member will be increasing to $2 
next year.  

Schools and Inspections 

Your Schools and Inspections should now be scheduled, 
please have a great session, learn much, and enjoy. The new 
Inspections forms will be e-mailed to your DDI-s shortly. 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
 
 

RRRRRRRRoooooooobbbbbbbbeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrtttttttt        EEEEEEEE........        CCCCCCCCooooooooooooooooppppppppeeeeeeeerrrrrrrr........        PPPPPPPPGGGGGGGGHHHHHHHHPPPPPPPP        
GGGGGGGGrrrrrrrraaaaaaaannnnnnnndddddddd        SSSSSSSSeeeeeeeeccccccccrrrrrrrreeeeeeeettttttttaaaaaaaarrrrrrrryyyyyyyy        

223333  EE..  FFuullttoonn  SStt..,,      GGrraanndd  RRaappiiddss,,  MMII  4499550033  

CCeellll::  661166--440011--66005588                    HHoommee::    661166--669966--44884477  

rcooper@triton.net  
Backup e-mail;   r.cooper@trekwind.com  
Cell phone e-mail: r.cooper13@gmail.com  

  

GGrraanndd  CChhaapptteerr  WWeebb  SSiittee::    wwwwww..rraamm--mmii..oorrgg  

SSSSSSSSeeeeeeeeccccccccrrrrrrrreeeeeeeettttttttaaaaaaaarrrrrrrryyyyyyyy’’’’’’’’ssssssss        SSSSSSSSccccccccrrrrrrrriiiiiiiibbbbbbbbbbbbbbbblllllllleeeeeeeessssssss        

Royal Arch Foundation 

If your chapter or anyone would like to contribution to the 
Royal Arch Foundation, please contact Wayne Turton the 
Foundation President. Please consider a contribution to the 
Foundation, the Foundation monies assist the Grand 
Chapter in its operations and help defer increases to the 
members. 
 
Thank You and Fraternally, 
Bob 

 

Mt. Vernon Chapter No.37 
Royal Arch Masons of Michigan 

1660 Samaria Road, Samaria, MI 48177 
1865-2015 

Sesquicentennial Celebration DinnerSesquicentennial Celebration DinnerSesquicentennial Celebration DinnerSesquicentennial Celebration Dinner    
Saturday Saturday Saturday Saturday ––––    January 10, 2015January 10, 2015January 10, 2015January 10, 2015    

Reception: 11:30 AM                    Dinner: 12:OO PM (Noon) 
Mail Reservations to: Eldin H. Miller – 8072 Monroe Rd. – Lambertville, MI 84144-9721 

Paid Reservations a must by January 1, 2015 

********************************************************Send bottom section with remittance*************************************************Send bottom section with remittance*************************************************Send bottom section with remittance*************************************************Send bottom section with remittance***************************** 

Name: ____________________________________________ Lady’s Name: ______________________ 
 
Title(s) _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________ City: _____________________Zip: ________ 
 
Phone No: __________________________ E-mail: __________________________________________ 
 

Number of DinnersNumber of DinnersNumber of DinnersNumber of Dinners    _____x_____x_____x_____x    $15.00 $15.00 $15.00 $15.00 ________Payable to: Mt. Vernon Chapter ________Payable to: Mt. Vernon Chapter ________Payable to: Mt. Vernon Chapter ________Payable to: Mt. Vernon Chapter No. 37, RAMNo. 37, RAMNo. 37, RAMNo. 37, RAM                                                                                       

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

Buckingham Enterprises 
Jewelry Jewelry Jewelry Jewelry ––––    ApronsApronsApronsAprons    

CHAPEAU CASESCHAPEAU CASESCHAPEAU CASESCHAPEAU CASES,,,,    SLSLSLSLINGS, GLOVESINGS, GLOVESINGS, GLOVESINGS, GLOVES 

 

2600 Springmill Road           Findlay, Ohio 45840 
 

Ph. (419) 422-7490       Fax. (419) 420-9645 

bel33@att.net 

   

 
 Chapter Membership Retention and Restoration  
1. Chapter Fellowship  
 a. Have a dinner or dessert before or after your meetings 
 b. Monthly breakfast or dinner (also a great fundraiser) 
 c. Visit other Chapters or Blue lodges (it’s where the new members are) 
 d. Participate in community events, such as, fundraisers, volunteer activities, etc. 
2.  Capitulary Education  

a. Every Chapter should have an Education Officer. The Education Officer should share any new and/or 
useful information at each stated meeting as part of the proceedings. 

b. Hold Degree practice at least once a month  
c. Make sure each officer has an Officer’s manual to reference what is expected for the position he 

holds. 
d. Take time to study the degrees individually to understand and learn the meanings behind that degree. 

The better one understands the degree, the better mentor one will be for new members. 
3. Membership  

a. Establish a Membership committee. The committee should consist of 4-5 members. 
b. Establish a relationship with a Blue lodge.  Become “that person” Blue lodge members go to for 

information. 
c. Create social networking accounts, such as, Face Book, Twitter, Website, etc.  Make sure to use the 

sites and keep content current. 
d. Get Active.  Chapters will NOT keep or gain members if all we do is a business meeting. New 

members want some kind of purpose of membership.   
e. Host a dinner that includes nonmembers, their ladies, family and friends (see also fellowship) 

4. Communication 
 a. Know your audience 
 b. Use email, newsletters, regular mailings, and phone calls for Chapter events. 
 c. Use Face Book, Twitter, etc.  Use a Website.  Keep it simple and current. 
 d. Texting is popular among younger members. 

e. Include other Chapters and lodges in your area of your events.  It’s a way to build relationships and 
network. 

5. Future Planning  
a. Chapters should have a Planning committee.  Include officers of the moving line, excluding the HP.  

 b. If you have no plan, then you are planning to fail.   
 c. The plan should consist of one year to five year goals. 
 d. Track your goals and modify your plan as needed. 
  
Mike Roberts, Grand Royal Arch Captain 
mickey422@yahoo.com 
 
 



  

 
  First President? 

Who was the first President of the "United States"?   Was John Hancock president before or after Washington?  (answer at end) 
I'm sure that George Washington was your best guess.  After all, no one else comes to mind. 
But think back to your history books.  The United States declared its independence in 1776, yet Washington did not take office 

until April 30, 1789. 
So who was running the country during these initial years of this young country?  It was the first eight U. S. presidents.  In fact, 

the first President of the United States was one JOHN HANSON.  I can hear you now John who?  John Hanson, the first President of 

the United States. 
Don't go checking the encyclopedia for this guy's name - he is one of those great men that are lost to history.  If you're extremely 

lucky, you may actually find a brief mention of his name. 
The new country was actually formed on March 1, 1781 with the adoption of The Articles of Confederation.  This document was 

actually proposed on June 11, 1776, but not agreed upon by Congress until November 15, 1777.  Maryland refused to sign this 
document until Virginia and New York ceded their western lands.  Maryland was afraid that these states would gain too much power 
in the new government from such large amounts of land. 

Once the signing took place in 1781, a President was needed to run the country.  John Hanson was chosen unanimously by 
Congress (which included George Washington).  In fact, all the other potential candidates refused to run against him, as he was a 
major player in the revolution and an extremely influential member of Congress. 

As the first President, Hanson had quite the shoes to fill.  No one had ever been President and the role was poorly defined.  His 
actions in office would set precedent for all future Presidents. 

He took office just as the Revolutionary War ended.  Almost immediately, the troops demanded to be paid as would be expected 
after any long war, there were no funds to meet the salaries.  As a result, the soldiers threatened to overthrow the new government and 
put Washington on the throne as a monarch. 

All the members of Congress ran for their lives, leaving Hanson as the only guy left running the government.  He somehow 
managed to calm the troops down and hold the country together.  If he had failed, the government would have fallen almost 

immediately and everyone would have been bowing to King Washington. 
Hanson, as President, ordered all foreign troops off American soil, as well as the removal of all foreign flags.  This was quite the 

feat, considering the fact that so many European countries had a stake in the United States since the days following Columbus. 
Hanson established the Great Seal of the United States, which all Presidents have since been required to use on all official 

documents.  President Hanson also established the first Treasury Department, the first War Department, and the first Foreign Affairs 
Department.  Lastly, he declared that the fourth Thursday of every November was to be Thanksgiving Day, which is still true today. 

The Articles of Confederation only allowed a President to serve a one year term during any three year period, so Hanson actually 
accomplished quite a bit in such little time. 

Seven other presidents were elected after him: 
1. Elias Boudinot (1782-83) 2. Thomas Mifflin (1783-84) 
3. Richard Henry Lee (1784-85) 4. John Hancock (1785-86) 
5. Nathan Gorman (1786-87) 6. Arthur St. Clair (1787-88) 
7. Cyrus Griffin (1788-89) All prior to Washington taking office in '89. 

So what happened?  Why don't we hear about the first eight presidents? 
It's quite simple - The Articles of Confederation didn't work well.  The individual states had too much power and nothing could be 

agreed upon.  A new doctrine needed to be written - something we know as the Constitution. 
And that leads us to the end of our story. 
George Washington was definitely not the first President of the United States.  He was the first President of the United States 

under the Constitution we follow today. 
And the first eight Presidents are forgotten in history. 
YOU HAVE TO BE A LOVER OF HISTORY TO APPRECIATE THIS!! 
It took EIGHT years for us to establish a successful government.   There you are - another lesson in U.S. history.   

 

THE TRUE FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICA 
 “…as a society we should only acknowledge the articles written based on sound research and discontinue the practice 

of entertaining sensational ideas…”  “…an article such as this will enlighten you by answering some of the 

challenges/criticisms leveled against freemasonry and make a clearer case for its impact on historical events. This article suggests 

evidence of freemasonry’s involvement in the founding of America and demonstrates to our critics that their interpretation of the 

events leading to our Nations foundation might not be as strong as they suggest.” 
 The article in its entirety is attached to this publication.  Should you not be receiving an email version of this publication or 
the attachment is too large for you to open then please contact the author for a copy:  

 Richard James, Gr. Princ. Soj. 

      1107 Hound Dog Trail 
      St. Helen, MI 48656-9538 
           989.389.1486                 jamesrick.psych.3@gmail.com  
“…companions/brothers your guilty of unspeakable crimes, charged with believing in such things as the fatherhood 

of God, brotherhood of man, in providing relief to the poor, searching for truth, seeing men of all faiths/nationalities as 

equal and the ideas that led to the founding of America.” 



  

                                DAVID G. BORING 

M. I. Grand Master 
dboring@comcast.net  

 

                                                       www.rsm-mi.org                                                      

More ≠ Be�er    Be�er = Be�er 

The title of this article is more does not equal better, better equals better!  Take a look at the 

mathematical equation …..does more equal better? �� + ��� =� 	�
��
��−

�


=0
  ….I think not!  

Less is better isn’t it?  �2 + �2 = �2. 

 

How about a cup of coffee?  We know Starbucks sure is dependable. We appreciate that Starbucks 

will deliver us the same drink, every time, anywhere – just exactly the way we want it.   Starbucks is 

convenient, but when we are standing in line for a cup of coffee and the person in front is ordering a 

Triple, Venti, Half Sweet, Non-Fat, Caramel Macchiato is more really equal to be better? 

 

How about dinner?  If more were better, then why aren’t the All American Buffet, the Golden Corral, 

and the Golden Wheel Chinese Buffet rated as 5 star restaurants? 

 

Yet, shame on us that we apologize in the first sentence on page 25 of the Ritual?  More ≠ be8er, 

better = better!  Open your ritual to the last paragraph of page 16.  I asked you to read this 

paragraph.  It is shorter than standing in line waiting for someone to order a Triple, Venti, Half 

Sweet, Non-Fat, Caramel Macchiato. 

 

Now turn to page 41 of the ritual book, lines 4 and 5. Do you think more is better?  

Better is better.  Which do you prefer the best 3 out of 5 series in the baseball divisional series or 

the 161 games played during the season?   Baseball is finally, just maybe, acknowledging that more 

games are not better.  The best 3 out of 5 series creates a sense of urgency and immediacy … with 

the exception of the Tigers…. better baseball. 

 

Better equals better, turn to page 70, the last paragraph, the last sentence.  Just that one sentence 

is short, on point, and should be emphasized continually and not obscured by faux Elizabethan 

English which somehow has crept into many of our rituals from DeMolay to SEM even though these 

rituals were wri8en in the 1920’s.  More ≠ be8er, better is always better. 

ANTHONY M. CHAMBERLIN 

PMIGM  

Grand Recorder 
1.810.329.0816 

migr2009@sbcglobal.net  
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ROGGOW’S RAMBLINGS 

Membership is our downfall, either new or retention of, solutions are, friendship and mentoring. Time invested 

equals better chance of success.   

Attendance; do you attend other commandery conclave or functions not counting Inspection.  

Battalions, each commandery is in a battalion therefore all Sir Knights are a members of that battalion also.  The 

battalions are not just for officers. 

Enough said “actions speak louder than words”, Thank you for dedication. 

Until we meet again,  Sincerely Paul Roggow  REGC 

GRAND ENCAMPMENT TRIENNIAL  

To the Right Eminent Grand Commander, Officers and Members of Grand Commandery Knights Templar of Michigan: 

The 66
th

 Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment will be held in Buffalo, New York on August 8-12, 2015. Hotel 

accommodations will be at the Adam’s Mark Hotel in Buffalo. Special trips to Niagara Falls are planned. Watch for the 

February 2015 issue of the Knight Templar Magazine for further information. Plan now to have a drill team there. 

The 66
th

 Triennial Conclave began with the drill competition on Saturday, August 8, 2015, followed by a “Pass-In-

Review”.  

Most Eminent Grand Master, David D. Goodwin, extends his invitation all Sir Knights to attend the 66
th

 Triennial 

Session.   

Respectfully, Stanley O. Simons, HPDC, Chairman 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

The Knights Templar Education Foundation, Michigan Division, is seeking increased participation in our 2015 scholarship 

program.  Applications are due by February 15, 2015 and may be obtained at www.kt-mi.org and click on the Education 

foundation link.  This scholarship program is open to both high school seniors and enrolled college students. A masonic 

affiliation is not required but we are hopeful many applicants with Masonic affiliation will apply.  Any questions can be 

directed to Sk Daniel Bargy, PC at 586-214-3784 

A hint to the attendees of any event, forward an RSVP even if not asked for.  They let you know of the event so 

courtesy would suggest that you reply to their planning 

Date Comm. No. Opening Start Dinner Ladies Inspecting 

Nov 1 Battle Creek 33 FFO 2:00 PM 6:00 PM Yes Roggow 

 Bay City 26 10 Man 1:00 PM 5:00 PM  Yes Bashore 

 DeMolai 5 10 Man 1:00 PM 4:30 PM Yes Johnson 

 Ypsilanti 54 10 Man  1:30 PM 5:00 PM  Yes Whiting 

Nov 3 Jackson 9 FFO 3:00 PM 6:30 PM Yes Roggow 

Nov 6 Lansing 25 FFO 3:00 PM 6:00 PM Yes Roggow 

Nov 8 Adrian 4 FFO 3:00 PM 6:00 PM Yes Johnson 

Nov 10 Genesee Valley 15 10 Man 3:00 PM 6:00 PM Yes Roggow 

 Ann Arbor  13 10 Man  2:00 PM 6:00 PM Yes Trumbull 

 Mt. Clemens  51 10 Man 3:00 PM 6:00 PM Yes Roggow 

Nov 22 Penninsular 8 10 Man 3:00 PM 2:00 PM Yes Whiting 

 Lexington  27 10 Man 3:00 PM 5:30 PM Yes Trumbull 

 Northville 39 FFO 8:30 AM 12:00 PM Yes Roggow 

Nov 29 Pontiac 2 FFO 3:00 PM 6:00 PM Yes Trumbull 

Dec 12 Detroit 1 FFO 2:00 PM 6:00 PM Yes Roggow  

PPPaaauuulll   WWW...   RRRoooggggggooowww   
Grand Commander 

2014-2015 
21851 Three Mile Rd.      Reed City, MI 49677-8415 

(231) 832-2707       pnjroggow@yahoo.com  

Grand Recorder  

Loren A. Winn, PGC  

P.O. Box 822  
Pinckney, MI 48169-0822  

734) 878-1714  
tkmaster4@netscape.net 

GGGRRRAAANNNDDD   CCCOOOMMMMMMAAANNNDDDEEERRRYYY   KKKNNNIIIGGGHHHTTTSSS   TTTEEEMMMPPPLLLAAARRR   


