
1 
 

   

 M i c h i g a n  
T r i p l e  T a u  

Official Publication of the  

    Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons 
Web Site: www.grandchaptermi.org 

 

Greetings Companions: 

 

 The month of December went fast.  There was a lot of Christmas programs here at Masonic Pathways.  

We had concert bands, dancers, afternoon parties with way too much food.  One of our residents told me she 

was tired of Christmas.  I think she meant to say was that we didn’t get a chance to recover before another 

group came to entertain us.  I had a few holes to fill this month but everyone did a nice job.  That makes my 

job easier.  Thank you for getting your articles in on time.  Safe travels and I will catch you all next February! 

 

Fraternally, 

Jane Todd, Editor of the Triple Tau 

 

 
 

Upcoming All Degree Days: 

 

Flint will be hosting an All Degree Day on February 3, 2018 at the Flint Masonic Temple and Schoolcraft 

will be hosting one on March 3, 2018. Any Council that has a Brother desiring obtaining “further light in 

Masonry” by joining the Council, here’s yours and/or their opportunity. Please contact Ron Siegwald for 

Flint or Richard Stange for Schoolcraft. Additionally, if you are interested in performing a part, there will be 

a sign-up sheet on our website: www.rsm-mi.org. Hope to see you there. 

  

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons 
of Michigan 

M. E. C. Donald L. Galway, PGHP 
1200 Wright Ave., STE #C-096  
Alma MI 48801 
Phone: (989) 968-4200   
dgalway12000@yahoo.com 

Jane Todd, Editor of Triple Tau 
1200 Wright Ave., #281 
Alma, MI 48801-1133 
Phone: (989) 466-4481 
creakyjane281@gmail.com 
 

 

The Michigan Jobs Daughters missed 

P.G.M. Robert Conley at home.  The girls 

and their “chaperones” took the usual 

picture on his front porch.  This is one of 

many traditions the girls do every year.  

W.B. Bob was probably as busy as the 

rest of us and was out-of-town. 

mailto:dgalway12000@yahoo.com
mailto:creakyjane281@gmail.com
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RICHARD HITCH 
Grand High Priest 

Phone: (734) 612-4809 
richhitch62@gmail.com 

Lady Connie 

Happy Holidays, 

I hope all have enjoyed their Holidays so far and have had an opportunity to spend time with their families. 

As we enter a new year and approach the time where we will elect and install new Officers.  I would ask all 

companions to begin to think of who would best serve their Chapter as new or continued leaders and mentors.  

If you did not make a New Year’s resolution yet, perhaps consider making retention and recruitment one of 

them.  The Grand Chapter Membership and Education Committees have many ideas that can be used and 

adopted for your individual Chapter needs.  For example, there is the 3x3 program.  The idea behind this 

program is that you invite three companions who have not attended in some time, to return for three 

consecutive meetings.  This allows them to see the many positive changes that your Chapter has made and the 

importance of fellowship.  When your Chapter has done this, contact the Grand Chapter Secretary for a 

surprise award.  Another program that your Chapter may be interested in is the Enhance the Secret program. 

This is a program that is short and can be adopted to your specific needs and can be introduced to potential 

prospects.  It can also be done by one or two companions. For more information on these or other programs, 

contact the Education and Membership Committee Chairman, REC Mike Roberts, Grand King. 

Traverse City Chapter #102 will be holding an all Capitular Degree day and an all Order Day on May 12th, 

2018 and they are still looking for help with the Most Excellent Master and Past Master Degrees.  If you can 

and are willing to help, please contact Sir Knight Loren Winn, grktmi@yahoo.com, as soon as possible. 

Remember that we all need a helping hand now and then, so please, as Masons do and should do, reach out to 

help. 

Also, as this year’s Annual Reports will be coming due, please, make sure your Chapter has submitted last 

year’s report.  These reports are used for many purposes.  One of the most important purposes is to have 

accurate contact information of each Chapter’s leadership, and nights and times of meetings to enable other 

Chapters or companions to visit.  If you know you have not submitted last year’s report or you need help with 

it.  Please contact the Grand Secretary immediately.  

 

Please feel free to reach out to me at any time with your ideas, complaints or suggestions; 

richhitch62@gmail.com or leave a message at 734-612-4809.  

 

Fraternally, 

Rich Hitch, 

Most Excellent Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons of Michigan 

 

mailto:richhitch62@gmail.com
mailto:grktmi@yahoo.com
mailto:richhitch62@gmail.com
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Secretary’s Scribbles 
      Happy New Year! The new year has not come as I write this article, but will have passed by the 

time you receive it. So once again HAPPY NEW YEAR. 2017 has passed and I am taking an hour or two to 

reflect on the year. Did we do anything right or wrong last year, what should we look at changing in the 

future, what can we do to help chapters, what can and should we do, to encourage growth in the fraternity. 

We must remember that we cannot grow if the Lodges do not grow. Robert Allen Zimmerman (Bob Dylan) 

said it best in the sixty’s “The Times They are a Changing” and we have allowed half a century to pass 

without changing with the times, or needs of our members. What should we look like in the future, and how 

should we go about making the changes that need to be made, without being totally disruptive to the 

fraternity. These are not easy questions to answer, but we need to ask and answer them to survive.  

January the start of a new year and a clean slate. There are some things coming that you should be 

aware of, first would be DeMolay Winterfest being held January 12 - 14, 2018 • Holiday Inn Gateway Center 

• 5353 Gateway Centre Drive, Flint, MI 48507. This is a fun event for all our youth groups and you get to 

have fun to play games and interacting with them. The local chapters have activities that have not been 

passed on to me so check with them.  

February brings more activities February 3rd Washington Chapter will host a seven-degree day in the 

Flint Temple. The next event will be the Annual George Washington Celebration held in Caro, Michigan 

there is a flyer on the website. This is also Grand Chapters midyear meeting, it is mandatory for Grand 

Officers and DDI’s, but is open to all chapter members. Contact me for more information.  

March starts with another seven-degree day to be held in Paw Paw on March 3rd, more information 

will be on the website as it comes in. East Central will be held in Fort Wayne, Indiana the second weekend of 

March. Information is on the website on this event also.  

I will only go out to the end of the first quarter in this article, there are other events planned further 

out, but I don’t wish to overload your calendars now. I do hope that everyone had a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. I made my New Year resolution that I have kept every year ever since. That was to not 

make New Year’s resolutions. So far it has worked for me. I am looking forward to the coming year and what 

it may bring.  

May there always be work for your hands to do 

May your purse always hold a coin or two; 

May the sun always shine on your windowpane; 

May a rainbow be certain to follow each rain; 

May the hand of a friend always be near you; 

May God fill your heart with gladness to cheer you. 

 

Happy New Year, 

M.E.C. Donald Galway, Grand Secretary, M.E.G.H.P., K.Y.G.C.H., and O.P.C. 
 

M. E. C. DONALD L. GALWAY, P.G.H.P. 
GRAND SECRETARY 

Lady Sherry 

1200 Wright Ave.    Alma, MI 48801-1133 

(517) 618-7390 

dgalway12000@yahoo.com 

mailto:dgalway12000@yahoo.com?subject=G.Sec.%20Don%20Galway
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The following membership information is being provided by 

the Membership Committee to assist in Membership 

Education and Retention and should be presented at your 

next regular stated meeting. Thank you for all you do for the 

Craft. 

Before the Past Master Degree 

 Brother, in keeping with an Ancient Landmark, you 

are now about to be invested with the secrets of the Degree 

of Past Master.  This degree was originally an honorary 

degree conferred upon the Master of a Lodge at his 

installation.  It has no historic or direct connection with the 

preceding degree or the degree that follows.  The ritual is not 

especially significant in the advancement of an initiate in 

Royal Arch Masonry, but it is regarded as necessary. 

 The lessons taught in the degree represent the 

characteristics of our Grand Master Hiram Abiff, reverence 

for Deity, harmony with the law, diligence in service to our 

Brethren, and fidelity to every trust, thereby building a 

spiritual temple, a dwelling place worthy of God.  You will 

be asked several questions to remind you that you are 

engaged in seeking more light in your search for truth. 

 The allegory of the Past Master Degree is a dramatic 

representation of the ideals expressed in the ritual of the 

degree.  It is founded on traditions relating to the installation 

of successors of King Solomon as Worshipful Master and 

illustrative of their proper investiture.  A ceremony of 

investiture is given for those who have not served as Master 

of a Symbolic Lodge. 

 Brother Levi will represent you in this allegory.  

King Solomon selected him because of his character as a 

craftsman and his well-known fidelity.  Watch closely as he 

progresses through the gates.  His progress is symbolic of a 

Master’s progress through his Masonic Life. 

 You will witness a conversation revolving around 

Hiram, King of Tyre, Levi, and King Solomon regarding life 

and death and the secret of a Master Mason.  There will be 

reference to the ideals of death to life, ignorance to 

knowledge, or dark to light.  Finally, you will witness King 

Solomon in his final days. 

*Listen closely to the lessons of this degree and we will talk 

more about them after this Lodge of Past Masters has been 

closed  

 

Fraternally, 

R.E.C. Mike Roberts, Grand King 
 

Companions all: 

 

Here is a little something for January...... Hope you 

have a great Christmas and the best of the New Year. 

 

This year is a special time 

To give, to serve, to love, 

It isn't just about yourself 

But others you are thinking of. 

 

The months, the days, the time and lights 

Are there but have no part, 

Of what the meaning of fellowship is, 

It’s the ringing of the heart. 

 

The craft is at a busy time, 

And hopefully all is good 

In that we're all thinking, 

Of others as we should. 

 

So, let’s not try to think about ourselves 

But think of things to do, 

And help others in a mentoring way, 

You’ll find your learning too!! 

 

** What we do for ourselves dies with us. 

What we do for others and the world, remains 

forever! 

 

Fraternally, 

R.E.C. Carl J. Peterson, Grand Scribe, K.Y.C.H 

 

 

R.E.C. Mike Roberts 
Grand King 
Lady Becca 

michey422@yahoo.com 
 

mailto:michey422@yahoo.com?subject=New?


5 
 

                                                                              
Companions all: 

 If I were to ask you "What are the 3 most 

important parts in the Royal Arch Degree?” what 

would you say? Most would probably say the High 

Priest, Principal Sojourner, and Captain of the Host. 

True, these are probably the longest parts in the degree, 

but I would suggest that it is the three Veils Men.  

 They are the ones who are with the candidates 

and can see how they are doing. Are they able to go 

under the Living Arch? Are they having trouble with 

the "rough roads" and should just be walking along 

side? Are they having trouble with the extended 

walking? These are things the Veils Men should be 

aware of during the degree. There is nothing that says 

that these candidates cannot just sit on the sidelines 

and witness the degree. The most important thing 

always be aware of our candidates. 

Fraternally, 

R.E.C. Brent Helm, Grand Master 2nd Veil 

 

Who is Hiram Abiff? 
 

If the strong leaders across the country were to stand 

on platforms on any given morning and ask the 

members present, "Who was killed, buried and raised 

from the grave?” much of members would 

immediately respond with the name Jesus. A few 

might also remember the name Lazarus, whom Jesus 

raised from the dead. Yet, they would remember that 

Lazarus simply died; he was not killed. In a significant 

number institutions, the name Hiram Abiff, the son of 

a widow of the tribe of Naphtali, would come into the 

consciousness of some of the male members. In some, 

the question would cause even the leader to think of 

Hiram. Although these men know that the name Hiram 

Abiff would be considered a valid answer to the 

question by other men with whom they privately 

associate in Masonic Lodges, they would be reluctant 

to mention the name of Hiram. Certainly, they would 

not explain the Masonic teaching they have embraced 

concerning the death, burial and resurrection of Hiram. 
 

(continued page 6) 

 
A bronze statue in Germany 2013 

Of King Hiram Abiff. 

R.E.C. Brent Helm 

Grand Master 2nd Veil 

Lady Nancy 

brentahelm@aol.com 

R.E.C. Ken Alexander 
Grand Master 1st Veil 

Lady Dolores 

kenneth.alexander@utoledo.edu 

mailto:brentahelm@aol.com
mailto:kenneth.alexander@utoledo.edu
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R.E.C. Ken Alexander 
Grand Master 1st Veil 

Lady Dolores 

kenneth.alexander@utoledo.edu 

 

Hiram Abiff and the Scriptures 
 

             The name Hiram Abiff is not found in Scripture. Yet, the Masonic account of Hiram is often said to 

be based upon the Holy Bible. In the Master Mason degree, in that portion of the ritual known as the Legend 

of the Third Degree, there are three central characters. The story line is set around the building of Solomon’s 

temple. The characters, King Solomon, Hiram - the King of Tyre and Hiram Abiff are all taken from the 

Scriptural account of the temple building. King Solomon and Hiram King of Tyre are mentioned many times 

in the Scriptures, such as in 1 Kings 5. About the closest the Scriptures come to Hiram Abiff is Huram-Abi 

which is found in 2 Chronicles 2:13 in the NAS and NIV translations. Huram is a variant of Hiram. In the 

KJV translation of the verse, the name Hiram is found. The KJV uses both Huram (2 Chron., 2:3) and Hiram 

(1 Kings 5) to identify Hiram the King of Tyre. The KJV translation of 2 Chron. 2:13 does not contain -Abi, 

but rather "Huram my father’s." The Hebrew word from which the KJV "fathers" was translated is "‘ab," per 

the Hebrew Dictionary found in Strong’s Concordance. Strong’s entry for the word ‘ab (H1) indicates that it 

can also mean father-less, as the son of a widow would be. The entry for H1 also mentions "Abi-." Studying 

various translations along with a Hebrew dictionary allows one to see how Freemasonry may have settled on 

the name Hiram Abi-ff, also sometimes spelled Abif. 

 Hiram King of Tyre wrote a letter to King Solomon, advising him that he was sending Huram-Abi to 

work on the temple. That letter is documented in 2 Chron. 2:11-14. The fact that Hiram-Abi was the son of a 

widow of the tribe of Naphtali is confirmed in Scripture. King Solomon sent to Tyre and brought Huram, 

whose mother was a widow from the tribe of Naphtali and whose father was a man of Tyre and a craftsman in 

bronze. Huram was highly skilled and experienced in all kinds of bronze work. He came to King Solomon 

and did all the work assigned to him. 
 Although the most important element of Masonic symbolism deals with the death, burial and 

resurrection of Hiram Abiff, there is nothing in Scripture to support it. Masonic Grand Lodges have stated 

that the account is not based upon fact, but rather is an allegory, used to teach. This allegory is familiar to all 

who have reached the sublime degree of a master mason. 
This portion has been taken from the Ephesians 5:11 and is intended to inform the membership who and what 

Hiram Abiff was and his association with masonry. Whether he was real is unknown. 
*Copyright 1996-2016 Ephesians 5:11, Inc. 

 

Fraternally, 

R.E.C. Ken Alexander, Grand Master of the 1st Veil 

mailto:kenneth.alexander@utoledo.edu
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Number One is 

10” tall 

 
Number Two is 

8 ¼ “tall 

 
Number Three is 

7 ¾” tall 

SILENT AUCTION 
 

PROCEEDS GO TO NO. 1 
SHRINERS HOSPITALS,  

NO. 2 R.A.R.A. AND  
NO. 3 M.M.C.F. (MICHIGAN 

MASONIC CHARITABLE 
FOUNDATION) 

 

MINIMUM IS A  
NON-REFUNDABLE BID  

OF $50.00 EACH FOR THESE 
LIMITED-EDITION EMMETT 

KELLY FIGURINES. 
 

There will be three winners. 

One for each Figurines. 
 

Number 1 will be February 15th 
 

Number 2 will be March 15th 

 

And Number 3 will be May 31st 
 

Send Monies along with the number  

of the item you are bidding on to: 

Grand Chapter RAM 

Michigan Office 

1200 Wright Ave., Alma, MI 48801 

 

BIDS ARE NON- REFUNDABLE 
QUESTIONS CALL 989 968-4200 
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Happy New Year!  Oh, sorry......for those of you who rang in the New Year a little too festively.... Happy New 

Year!  
 Aw, that wonderful time of year when college football reigns supreme and we all take a moment to 

symbolically hit that proverbial reset button; when all is possible once again. To all of you who have made a 

New Year’s Resolution, good luck! May God be ever by your side. May he guide your footsteps and carry you 

to success.  

 As we slowly transition away from the holiday season and begin to get back to our normal routines, my 

hope is that each of you had the opportunity to enjoy time with family and friends or reminisce of a time gone 

by. 

 If I may share a little story......For many years, I was an elementary school teacher. I started out in 

music and traveled from room to room every thirty minutes for three schools. In 1993, I transferred to a third-

grade position and finally had a room of my own. Now, Christmas has always been a special time for me, for a 

variety of reasons, but especially when I was privileged enough to relive it through the eyes of a child.  

 My first Christmas with my own classroom required my decorating the room for the season. Now, what 

to use? I had a flashback to when I was a child and remembered a certain tree my grandmother would put up. 

Let’s see, where was it? It took a while, but I could locate and dig it out from storage in the basement. I dusted 

it off; $8.88 5’ 8” Lifetime Sparkling Aluminum Tree Lord’s Outfitters 301 S. Front Street Marquette, 

Michigan. I brought it to work. As I took each branch out of the paper tube, my mind began thinking back to 

some special memories that I had not thought of for years. When I finished putting each branch in its own 

special holder, I put the old red felt bulbs on, just like my grandmother once did. I then put the magical wheel 

close to the base and angled it upward to light each silver shimmer dangling from each branch. I plugged it in, 

turned off the classroom lights and turned the switch.... blue, green, yellow, red....my childhood came flooding 

back. What a great time with a dear, dear woman. I miss you Grandma! When the children came to school, I 

made sure the lights were off in the classroom so they could capture the beauty of that special tree. Every day I 

had to turn off the lights of the classroom for them to sit and watch.... blue, green, yellow, red. Teachers from 

other classrooms would bring their children to my room to watch and enjoy. I was trying to make Christmas 

special for them, and they made Christmas special for me. I am no longer a teacher as I have since retired, but 

that tree and memories are tucked away in a safe place.  

 As you move back to your regular routines and get caught up in your busy day to day activities, don’t 

forget to take time to make lasting memories with those around you that mean the most. This time of year, 

provides us with a moment to do just that. Make a New Year’s Resolution to do this every day. It will then be a 

resolution worth keeping!  

 

Until next time, safe travels to wherever the journey takes you! 

Gary L. Paquet,  

Most Illustrious Grand Master of the Grand Council R. & S. Masons of Michigan 

GARY L. PAQUET 
M.I.G.M. 

E-mail: gpaquet@att.net 
Phone:  (810) 364.7595 

ANTHONY M. CHAMBERLIN 
P.M.I.G.M. 

Grand Recorder 
E-mail: migr2009@sbcglobal.net 

Phone: (810) 329.0816 
 

mailto:gpaquet@att.net
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Dear Sir Knights and Ladies: 

              As we ring in another New Year we can finally sit back and take a break from the hustle and bustle of the 

Christmas Season. We weren’t sure if we could get everything done with all the activities last month. With all the Lodge 

and Council Installations, Honor Guards, Christmas Parties both Masonic and Private, Commandery Inspections and of 

course our Christmas Observances. 

 One special Observance was when the Grand Commandery visited the Masonic Pathways to Celebrate Christmas. 

Eleven Sir Knights and their Ladies were in attendance passing out cookies to the residents afterward. I want to send a 

very special Thank You to our Grand Generalissimo Darrel Winslow who made Christmas cards, with the pictures of the 

Grand Officers and their Ladies that were passed with the goodies. Afterwards, we had a chance to visit with those who 

attended and some in their rooms or under nursing care. We also had a chance to see the Editor of the Triple Tau, Jane 

Todd and thank her for all her hard work. I can’t forget Sir Knight Duane Todd for being our guide through the home. 

The Masonic Pathways is a true gem that we all can be proud of. We were saddened by the loss of Past Grand 

Commander Russell P. Livermore who served as Grand Commander in 1991. He went on to serve the Grand 

Encampment as East Central Department Commander from 1994-1997. We send our deepest condolences to Lady Mary 

Louise and family on their loss. Those who virtue unites, death can never separate. 

              Although we serve the Masonic Fraternity without expectations of fee or reward, it is always nice to be in the 

position to reward those who serve unselfishly. As Grand Commander, there are several awards that I can award or 

recommend to Grand Encampment to be awarded. Only about a third of Commanderies have submitted a Knight for the 

Grand Commanders Service Award. It is disappointing that every Commandery has not submitted a deserving Knight for 

this honor. 

 We have five openings for the Meritorious Service Award and now I have not received any written nomination 

request. I have had one discussion with a Commandery and hope they and other Commanderies will send me their 

request. 

 Another award is to one deserving Knight in the state to receive the Knight Templar Cross of Honor. There are 

many Knights who are deserving of either award, so please make my decision as hard as possible in choosing who will 

receive these prestigious awards. 

 I will be sending the list of Sir Knights for the Emerging Leadership Training Program to be held in Fort Wayne, 

Indiana on March 10th. Make sure I have your address, phone number, and email address so Grand Encampment can send 

your invitation.  I guess this is all for this month so Lady Jeanne and I wish you all a Happy New Year! 

In Unity, 

S.K. Michael Whiting, Right Eminent Grand Commander of Michigan 

  

  GRAND COMMANDERY KNIGHTS TEMPLAR 

Michael Whiting 
R.E. Grand Commander 

Lady Jeanne 

615 Melrose, 
Pontiac, MI 48340 

(248) 373-7081 
mikewhiting@webtv.net 

Loren A. Winn, PGC 
Grand Recorder 

Lady Gail 

POB 822 
Pinckney, MI 48169-0822 

(734) 878-1714 

tkmaster4@netscape.net 

mailto:mikewhiting@webtv.net
mailto:tkmaster4@netscape.net
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DeMolay 
             Christmas is over and I hope that everyone had 

a wonderful holiday season. Michigan DeMolay also 

had its last Degrees of the year. On December 30, 

2017, Michigan DeMolay held both degrees at the Clio 

Masonic Temple. We initiated several new members 

and even some older ones into the order. The honorary 

DeMolay initiates were just as impressed as the young 

men.  

 Now all attention is turning to Winterfest. 

Winterfest will be held in Flint at the Holiday Inn 

Gateway Center on January 12-14, 2018. This year’s 

theme is “Star Wars” and will include costumes, Jedi 

training with fun and games. This is the big fun event 

for the DeMolay year and we look forward to having a 

big turn out from all the Masonic Orders. The 

companions would enjoy Winterfest as all the youth 

groups have a great time. Maybe, you could team up 

with a youth for a game or even volunteer for the 

charity pie toss.  

 Michigan DeMolay is on the move with 

membership as several Chapters have almost doubled 

their membership. Remember if you have a son, 

nephew, grandson or know of a young man between 

the ages of 12-21 ask any of the State Officers or any 

Advisor for a petition. We will get in contact with the 

young man and his family as soon as possible to 

answer their questions about DeMolay. Please try to 

attend any of the upcoming events and show these 

remarkable young men that the Masonic Family is 

willing to support them. If there is anything that 

Michigan DeMolay can do to help support any of the 

works of the Companions, please let a State Officer 

know or contact the Executive Officer. 
 

Fraternally, 

Vince D’Aguanno, Exec. Officer of MI DeMolay 

 

 

 

 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL ORDER OF RAINBOW 

FOR GIRLS 
          Merry Christmas. I realize it is after Christmas 

and I wanted to share with you the delightful day that 

Michigan Rainbow celebrated Christmas. On December 

10, our Eastern Star Grand Family counterparts and 

Rainbow had a joint Christmas party in Howell. 140 

folks got together, played games, exchanged Christmas 

presents, ate lots of good food and met Santa. Santa this 

year was a Jedi knight with a Santa hat. He welcomed 

people and taught Grand Worthy Advisor, Mckenzie, 

how to fight with lightsabers. Everyone had a great time 

and it was a great start to the Christmas season.  

            Just one week later, Michigan Rainbow joined 

with Joshua Woodwyk, MWGM, and his wife, 

Danielle, for a movie event. A whole group of people 

had a private showing of “Star Wars: The Last Jedi”. 

This was a great event for Michigan Rainbow since Star 

Wars is our theme this year.  

 Now we take a little break to enjoy family and 

friends as we all celebrate Christmas. We hope each of 

you had a wonderful holiday and a great start to 2018. 

Our next event for some of us is joining Michigan 

DeMolay at Winterfest. 

            Please stay dry and warm, and be careful in the 

snow.  

 

Until next month,  

Fraternally,  

Maureen Riley, Supreme Inspector 

 

 



11 
 

 

 
MICHIGAN JOB’S DAUGHTERS INTERNATIONAL 
     
 

Well, here we are! Coming into 2018 and another holiday season 

in the books. Michigan Job's Daughters was very busy giving 

back this holiday season. 

 

At the beginning of the month, we headed to Alma for our annual 

Christmas Party at Masonic Pathways. We began our day with the 

OES/MI-JDI Counterpart luncheon where we enjoyed a fantastic 

soup and sandwich meal with our OES Grand Family friends. We 

played a gift exchange game and enjoyed some fellowship time. 

After lunch, we headed upstairs to the DOIG Chapel where we 

entertained the residents of Masonic Pathways with a variety 

show including Christmas Carols and a sing-along. 

 

The variety show featured was organized by a much-loved Past 

Grand Guardian, Mom Pam VanDuinen who always puts her 

whole heart into anything she takes on. With acts, such as singers, 

dancers, and girls playing Christmas Carols on their instruments, 

the residents were asking for more when it was over! Our Grand 

Bethel Honored Queen, Miss Liliy did a beautiful dance solo. 

There was a daughter who came down from Marquette to share 

her beautiful voice with us. We had a surprise guest, First Lady 

Danielle Woodwyk, graced us with a beautiful and touching song. 

Several of the daughters from around the state did instrumental 

arrangements of holiday songs and there were a couple of group 

dances including a jazz composition and a holiday hula. The 

Grand Bethel performed their own version of the "Scrooge" story.  

One of our families did a reading of "‘Twas the Night Before 

Christmas" complete with a visit from Santa! 

 

From there, a large group of us went around the corner to the 

home of a couple of well-known friends...Mom JoNeil and Dad 

Bob Conley. They weren't home but they never are! It has become 

a tradition for us to take a "family picture" on the front steps of 

their home to send to let them know they were missed. 

 

That evening we headed to Mt Pleasant for a roller skating party, 

pizza, and a sleepover. Many of the adults in our organization 

even donned their roller skates, and risked their bones, to join the 

girls in some interactive fun! No bones were broken but I'm sure 

some PRIDE was damaged! 

 

 

 

 
A couple of weeks later several of the daughters accompanied 

the Grand Guardian, Mom Cheryl Davis, and Associate 

Grand Guardian, Dad Franz Langegger to visit the children at 

the Shrine Center in Southfield to volunteer at the Moslem 

Shrine Children's Christmas Party. They donned their elf 

costumes, and played Santa's helper to the children who are 

Shrine patients in that area, by helping set up, assisting with 

crafts, serving food, and playing games with the Shrine 

Children. They would participate in passing out gifts and 

sharing in the joy of the holiday season. 

 
We took a break over the holidays to catch up on some much-

needed rest before we head to DeMolay's "Winterfest 

Awakens" event the weekend of January 12 - 14, 2018. There 

we will take on the challenges that they have prepared for us, 

including Jedi Training, Light Saber Battles, Nerf Wars, and 

a charity pie toss (we will pay money to throw a pie in the 

faces of the state leaders of the various Masonic 

organizations!). Michigan Job's Daughters is prepared to "use 

the Force" to defend our standing as the Tug-of-War 

champions and to put our dignity at risk to raise the most 

charity funds in the pie toss. We are coming for you, 

Michigan DeMolay! 

 

January is installation season for Michigan Job's Daughters 

and I would like to issue a personal invitation from my own 

home Bethel #10 in Grand Rapids. Our installation of officers 

will be held on Saturday, January 27, 2018, at 6:00 p.m. with 

refreshments to follow. PLEASE contact your local Bethels 

to find their installation date. Go visit them, introduce 

yourselves and let them know that you are there to support 

them! They would LOVE to have you on their sidelines to 

witness their hard work! 

 

We hope that everyone had a wonderful holiday season, and 

send wishes to all for a happy and prosperous New Year! 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Terri Brower, Vice Grand Guardian 

Michigan Job's Daughters 

 

 

 

 


